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The Scottish Whisky Awards is the national 
celebration for the business of Scotch Whisky. 

Scotch whisky producers, distilleries and 
related companies are invited to take part in 
the independent competition which recognises 
and rewards people and teams working hard to 
deliver Scotland’s greatest global product. 

All products are ranked according to an average mark 
achieved with only the top three products in every 
category achieving medal status.  Gold, Silver and 
Bronze medals are awarded to the three Scotch whiskies 
achieving the highest marks.

WELCOME

KEY DATES

Wednesday 4th August 2021  
Deadline for Written Entries

Monday 16th - Wednesday 18th August 2021  
Product Deliveries for Taste Entries to be sent to the Edinburgh Corn Exchange.  Please send 2x70cl 
or 3x50cl bottles of each entered whisky

Tuesday 30th November 2021 (St Andrews Day) Hybrid Event 
Digital Broadcast and Awards Dinner Celebration at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, Glasgow 

 

The Scottish Whisky Awards supports The BEN, the 
Benevolent Society of the Licensed Trade of Scotland. 
The BEN supports people of all ages who have worked in 
the licensed trade for at least three years full-time with 
beneficiaries receiving annual financial assistance as well 
as discretionary grants for emergency situations.  

OUR CHARITY PARTNER

The popular business competition highlights the world 
leading and innovative performance of Scotland’s whisky 
distillers in a range of categories covering marketing, 
tourism, sustainability, and innovative business 
practices. 

Created and operated by KDMedia, and with the support 
of Cara Technology, the award-winning global flavour 
standards organisation, the Scottish Whisky Awards 
showcases the best of the Scotch whisky industry across 
the UK and worldwide.

As well as financial support, the charity also operates the 
picturesque BEN Pitlochry Estate on the banks of the 
River Tay, consisting of 18 bungalows which are rented at 
subsidised rates for eligible residents.  
 
www.bensoc.org.uk    Charity Number:  SC005604
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Entries are invited into the following 5 Taste Styles which are split into age – range 
specific categories when assessed.

TASTE CATEGORIES
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BUSINESS CATEGORIES

Scottish Whisky Distillery of the Year
The ultimate award in the competition, this award will be presented to a distillery demonstrating a landmark year 
of business in 2020/21. 
The Scottish Whisky Distillery of the Year will be presented to a team demonstrating product development, quality 
standards, contribution to the community, sustainable practices, positive environmental impact, collaboration with 
suppliers and customers and best practice shared across the industry

Criteria:
• Describe the key milestones of the distillery in the last 12 months 
• Give information on distribution deals, export activities and overall sales success in the last 12 months 
• Describe your business response to the pandemic including but not limited to operational changes, staff 

management, community efforts, sales and marketing changes
• Describe your approach to product quality 
• Describe any initiatives undertaken within the business in the last 12 months. For example in the community, 

environmental practices or collaborative partnerships 
• Please provide an overview of financial results from the last 12 months 

The Dr Jim Swan Award for Services to Scotch Whisky
This award seeks to recognise the dedication of the industry’s unsung heroes who have provided outstanding 
services to Scotch whisky throughout their career. The award will be presented at the discretion of the judging 
panel and is not open for entry, however suggestions can be made to the panel via email to pippa@kdmedia.co.uk

Scottish Whisky Producer of the Year NEW
This new award will reward a high-volume producer of quality Scotch whisky created across many Scottish sites. It 
will be presented to a company or Scotch whisky brand demonstrating creative product development, high quality 
production methods, sustainable standards, contribution to the community, collaboration with suppliers and best 
practice shared across the industry.  

Criteria:
• Describe the business, its products, production quantities, locations and its approach to staff development and 

retention 
• Describe key business milestones in the last 12 months and include the business response to the pandemic, 

including but not limited to operational changes, staff management, community work, sales and marketing 
efforts

• Provide information on revenues achieved, including any new distribution deals, export activities and sales 
trends on a national and if relevant global level

• Describe the business approach to sustainable practices

mailto:pippa%40kdmedia.co.uk?subject=
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BUSINESS CATEGORIES

Product Launch of the Year
The innovative and considered efforts involved in launching a new Scotch whisky on to the market will be 
awarded via the assessment of several measures. Successful use of marketing, PR, branding and consumer 
experience in any retail market, live or online, will be considered. 
Criteria:
• Provide an overview of the product 
• Describe the launch strategy for the product 
• Describe the sales and marketing activity carried out in relation to the product launch 
• Describe what was achieved in relation to the launch strategy and outline the KPI’s 
• Please provide an overview of the sales success of the product since its launch 

Digital Marketing Campaign of the Year
The creative response of marketing teams to the global pandemic has presented a range of new digital experiences 
for the whisky consumer worldwide. This award will recognise a digital marketing campaign which intended to raise 
awareness and sales for brand in a multi-channel approach which puts the customer at the heart of its activities.
Criteria:
• Provide an overview of the product, target market and the challenge which the campaign sought to address
• Describe the use of marketing channels and social media platforms used throughout the campaign
• Describe marketing activities, sales success and customer support 
• Detail outcomes in social impressions, visits or views and any media coverage

This award will recognise the importance of the role that independent bottlers play in the Scotch whisky industry. 
The judges will be looking for details of the bottler’s portfolio of Scotch, consumer engagement and education 
through promotion and events and overall business success.
Criteria:
• Provide an overview of the business and its key activity in the last 12 months 
• What have been the key achievements of the business in the last 12 months? 
• Describe the company’s Scotch portfolio 
• As a business, what activity has been carried out to engage and educate the consumer? 
• Give evidence of sales success in the last 12 months

Independent Bottler of the Year

Newcomer of the Year
For companies launching their first release of Scotch, this award will recognise a team for their work in bringing 
their first Scotch to the market. Entries are open to businesses which launched their first release between January 
2020 and July 2021. 
Criteria:
• Please provide an overview of the business and its key activities 
• Who makes up the team and what are their key responsibilities in relation to the product? 
• Describe your sales and marketing strategy relating to the launch of the product 
• Provide evidence of sales success since launching the product and the impact on the business overall 
• Please provide a 70cl bottle of the product, for assessment by the judges 
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Tourism Destination of the Year 
This award will recognise services to tourist visitors at a destination focussed on the production or celebration of 
Scotch Whisky. With a short season due to the pandemic, entries should where possible reveal activities during any 
open periods while also focussing on any digital experiences created during closure.

Criteria:
• Please describe the visitor experience offered 
• What have been your key business highlights in the last 12 months? 
• Provide details of your sales and marketing activity in relation to the experience 
• Give details of any partnerships, events or educational initiatives carried out in the last 12 months 
• Please provide details of any visitor numbers, engagement numbers and revenues generated in the last 12 

months 
• Please include examples of publicity, reviews and customer testimonials received in the last 12 months

BUSINESS CATEGORIES

Community Contribution 
This award will recognise investment in local economies through long term employment, significant contribution 
to a local community or impactful charitable work. This award is open to distilleries or companies operating a 
number of distilleries. 
Criteria:
• Provide an overview of the business and details of its community contribution in the last 12 months 
• Describe the outcomes achieved and evidence of the positive impact created 
• Provide information and evidence of a proactive approach to working with partners or clients to achieve 

results 
• Outline evidence from partners in the community which have benefitted from the contribution of the 

company

Sustainable Distillery of the Year 
This award will recognise a distillery or company’s efforts to promote and entrench sustainable business practices 
for the long term.
Criteria:
• Describe the sustainable business practices carried out by the distillery in the last 12 months 
• Give information on efficiencies gained in areas such as raw materials, ingredients, distillation techniques, 

sales and distribution processes and the use of renewable energy 
• Provide details of the positive impact on local communities including job creation, community engagement 

and the enhancement and/or protection of the local landscape 
• Please provide details of financial and general business success 
• Outline how this company or distillery might meet the long-term needs of future generations
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JUDGES

The Scottish Whisky Awards judging panel is an independently appointed panel. The 
panel consists of industry experts from the whisky sector who bring together experience, 
market knowledge and distilling expertise. Thank you to the 2021 Judging Panel for their 
commitment and contribution to the competition. 
Please view our full judging panel here.

https://www.scottishwhiskyawards.org.uk/swa/judges
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Please visit: www.scottishwhiskyawards.org.uk 
 
BEFORE ENTERING
• All entrants must register as a user at  

www.scottishwhiskyawards.org.uk 
• All entries are completed and submitted online using 

the online entry form. 
• A one-off non-refundable registration fee of £75 will 

be charged per distillery or company and allows you 
to enter as many categories as you wish in both taste 
and business sections. 

• A separate form will be required for each entry.
•  You must enter at least one business category to 

qualify for the taste competition.

THE ENTRY PROCESS 
• Please include a summary statement that can be 

used by the Scottish Whisky Awards for PR purposes 
to promote the entry, as indicated in the entry form.

•  Please use appendices for relevant supporting 
material and evidence such as marketing materials, 
statistics or financial reports.

•  All entries must include company logo in high 
resolution JPEG, PNG and EPS formats. Please 
attach to the entry as indicated. 

• A maximum of 4 high resolution images can be 
uploaded with your entry, where appropriate.

•  All taste entries must include a clear pack shot 
image of the product with a white or transparent 
background 

• All accompanying images and appendices must be 
provided using a Dropbox link which must contain 
all assets and information to be considered with the 
entry. Please enter the link in the relevant section of 
the entry form. 

• To create a Dropbox Account, please follow the 
instructions here. 

• The closing date for business awards is Wednesday 4 
August 2021. No late submissions will be accepted. 

 
PRODUCT DELIVERY 
Please deliver 2 x 70cl or 3 x 50cl bottles of each entered 
whisky to the Edinburgh Corn Exchange on Monday 
16th, Tuesday 17th or Wednesday 18th August 2021, 
during the hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm. An event 
manager will meet you and confirm receipt. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS
• The Scottish Whisky Awards is open to blenders, 

distillers and bottlers producing Scotch whisky for 
commercial sale.

•  Entered samples must conform to the Scottish 
Whisky Association guidelines and the legal 
definition of each category.

•  Following submission, registration fees will not be 
refunded. 

• The judges and KDMedia Ltd reserve the right 
to move entries into other categories, to remove 
categories or create new awards. 

• The judges’ decisions are final and no 
correspondence will be entered into. 

• By entering the Scottish Whisky Awards you 
give permission for any images included in your 
submission to be used at the awards ceremony and 
in the awards marketing materials. 

• The information contained in each entry is kept 
strictly private and confidential unless the release 
of any content in the entry is approved by the 
entering company in advance. 

• Late written submissions will not be considered. 
• All products registered in the competition by 

deadline must be delivered on time and during the 
delivery dates announced.

•  Any registered product arriving late will be subject 
to an administration fee of £50 per product. 

• Any product which is delivered and without 
registration fees paid will not be accepted without a 
late registration fee of £125.

• The operations team reserve the right to refuse late 
product entries if the volume received disrupts the 
judging process. 

• Products will not be returned following delivery. 
• Following the completion of judging, any surplus 

unopened product will be sold or donated with all 
proceeds going to charity. 

HOW TO ENTER

All queries should be directed to KDMedia on 0131 337 6232 or by email to kirsten@kdmedia.co.uk

The Scottish Whisky Awards is a registered trademark of KDMedia Ltd registered in Scotland SC244168

http://www.scottishwhiskyawards.org.uk
http://www.scottishwhiskyawards.org.uk 
https://help.dropbox.com/accounts-billing/create-delete/create-account
mailto:kirsten%40kdmedia.co.uk?subject=
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SPONSORS

Bruce Stevenson is an award-winning Chartered Insurance Broker with over 40 years 
of experience serving a diverse range of clients across Scotland and the UK.
As well as providing general Corporate and Commercial insurance we have specialist 
knowledge and understanding of the unique risks related to Distilleries, Whisky 
Brokers and Private Whisky collections.
In February 2021, Bruce Stevenson agreed to be acquired by the Aston Lark Group, the 
5th largest Chartered Insurance Broker in the UK. Bruce Stevenson forms the Scottish 
operations for the Aston Lark Group as a separate legal and regulated entity.
As a leading broker, we use our expertise to advise on innovative and comprehensive 
ways of protecting what’s important to our clients. Our approach is to provide you with 
a complimentary review, specific to your needs. We then examine the adequacy of your 
existing insurance protection and make detailed recommendations
For further information please contact graeme.dempster@brucestevenson.co.uk

Bruni Erben is a leading supplier of glass, closures & machinery for the spirits, food, 
pharmaceutical and home fragrance markets. Founded in 1951, the company has 
developed & diversified and today offers an extensive catalogue of stock items, a design 
team which delivers world-class results on bespoke products, and industry leading 
technical support.

Cara Technology serves drinks production companies in more than 170 countries. 
We maintain the largest and most historic collection of production brewing yeasts in 
the world - more than 850 strains. For more than a decade we have developed and 
manufactured a range of innovative reference flavour standards which have been used 
to train more than 20,000 professional tasters in breweries, water utilities, soft drinks 
companies and food manufacturers. We run performance assessment schemes for 
tasters which provide objective assessment of taster competence. We also develop, host 
and support web-based sensory software which is used by hundreds of breweries all 
over the world.

Cask & Still builds on our commitment to quality whisky, spirits and beer coverage in 
Scotland. 10,000 copies of Cask and Still are distributed directly through the Scottish 
independent whisky retailer’s shops and whisky bars, giving you unprecedented 
access to consumers - both tourists and locals alike. With quality editorial produced 
by our award winning team at Scottish Field - articles that are personality led, above 
all credible and interesting stories, punchy and at times opinionated – it’s a great 
read!   

mailto:graeme.dempster%40brucestevenson.co.uk?subject=
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SPONSORS

We are passionate and committed to creating spaces that connect people in simple, 
intuitive ways. We use our creative approach to deliver pragmatic, effective and 
commercially-astute buildings, transforming places to make them better to live, work 
and play in. As multi-award-winning architects & interior designers we take pride 
in the spaces we design to make them really work. We care about delivering a high-
quality service on time and on budget, which means you can get on with enjoying a 
building that delivers what you need

Fife based Cooper Software is an established, family owned software business. They 
specialise in transforming company operations using leading edge software and 
technology solutions. To date, the company has delivered solutions to more than 300 
blue chip organisations worldwide.
A core offering is IFS, a leading Enterprise Resource Planning software platform which 
can be delivered on premise or in the cloud. It offers comprehensive modules including 
asset management, project management and supply chain management.
Cooper Software, together with IFS, help businesses to integrate data and processes 
across multiple departments and locations, leading to greater operational efficiency. 
The solution is ideally suited to the whisky industry enabling full control of and real-
time visibility into all areas of the business, it enables easy reporting, streamlined 
processes and increased efficiency, ultimately saving time and money.
Supporting the entire whisky operation from new product development, through to 
production, quality control, traceability and delivery, the modern platform removes 
the need to integrate and maintain numerous point solutions in order to run and 
manage separate areas of the business. IFS connects all business areas within a single 
database and architecture, reducing the need for interfaces and removing complexity. 
Key functionality includes; Finance (including HMRC integration); Sales; Purchasing; 
Inventory; Manufacturing; Human Resources; CRM; Document Management; Service 
& Maintenance and Project Management, all accessed via a highly intuitive user 
interface.
IFS’s solution for the Food & Beverage Industry, delivered by Cooper Software, 
will bring significant benefits to companies operating within the whisky industry, 
challenging the existing incumbent software solutions within the market.
Find out more about Cooper Software at coopersoftware.co.uk or Follow us on 
LinkedIn.
Learn more about how IFS enterprise software solutions can help your business today 
at ifs.com or follow us on Twitter @ifs or read the IFS Blog blog.ifs.com

https://blog.ifs.com
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Sanderson Weatherall provide specialist advice and support to Asset Based Lenders 
across the UK and Ireland; supporting both domestic UK and cross border European 
transactions.
The whisky sector continues to be well positioned to take advantage of Asset Based 
Lending and has shown to be robust and resilient throughout the pandemic. A growing 
number of distillery companies continue to successfully raise funds against casked 
new make spirit and aged profile whisky inventory in maturation to support cashflow 
and investment; and help fund growth by acquisition and by buying parcels of casks, 
funding capital expenditure and enhancing brand perception.
At Sanderson Weatherall, we have a deep understanding of the whisky sector and have 
valued over £1bn of whisky inventory in recent years; advising distilleries, lenders, 
advisors and investors to help them achieve their goals in Scotland, Ireland, England 
and Australia.
With UK wide coverage from nine offices and professionals across all asset classes, 
Sanderson Weatherall can help distilleries, lenders and investors maximise the funding 
potential from the unique assets.

SPONSORS

Scotland Food & Drink is the industry leadership organisation tasked with driving 
responsible growth for the sector, doubling the value of the industry by 2030 and 
building Scotland’s global reputation as a Land of Food and Drink. We are a unique 
collaborative partnership of the key industry organisations and public sector agencies 
working in the sector in Scotland.
We are also a membership organisation with over 450 companies at our heart. Our 
members come from every food and drink sector from across the length and breadth 
of Scotland.  As well as producers and manufacturers they also encompass businesses 
working across the supply chain from professional services to packaging and utilities.
At Scotland Food & Drink we make the connections that help our members and our 
industry thrive. We are committed to strengthening reputations, developing growth 
strategies and driving sales. We are dedicated to giving members access to experts, 
skills and new markets. We are driven to providing a competitive edge for our 
members and Scotland’s food and drink industry. 

Founded in 1774, Rankin is the UK’s local supplier of quality closures for the Beers, 
Wines, Spirits and Foods packaging industries.  
Through the design, manufacture and performance of our products, we help 
premiumise aspiring Brands and add value to local tastes & flavours.
Our offer extends from natural cork, to micro agglomerate, synthetic or Nature, to T 
Top Stoppers, wire hoods, screw caps, crown caps, cask bungs, keg caps, capsules In 
Tin, Polylaminate, PVC & PET and to heatshrink tamper evident sleeves.
Rankin is the custodian of 4,500 acres of cork forestry and has manufacturing in 
Portugal and in the UK; managing cork supply from `acorn to bottle’.
We are delighted to support the Scottish Whisky Awards and we look forward to 
playing our part in the ongoing development and success of our `local’ spirits industry.
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SPONSORS

Wolffe is an unusually hungry creative studio. Our cosmopolitan pack of problem-
solvers are always on the hunt for the next challenge, using design to cut through 
clutter, shift paradigms and produce exceptional solutions. We can move fast. But we 
don’t sprint. We prefer to think, tracking down inventive ideas and practical answers 
for any design puzzles that brands and businesses might have. 
Research. Trademarking. Brand innovation. Employee engagement. Design 
management. Brand communication. Packaging. Asset naming. Brand strategy. 
Whether you need one or more of our creative services, we’ve used them to dream up 
and nail down success for over 30 years.
From little local issues to grand global concerns, Wolffe likes to put heads together, 
partner up, check every angle, change perspectives. Because we’re enthusiastic. 
Optimistic. Confident in our abilities and your possibilities. With design as our core 
discipline, let our team of boundless solvers create something for you to believe in. 
Please, get your adventure boots on and get in touch: wolffedesign.com

Event Production / Virtual Event Solutions / AV Equipment Hire Specialists
We know that choosing the right production partner is imperative to a successful event. 
At Vision Events Glasgow we bring you over 20 years of experience, expertise and 
commitment.
Innovation and creativity continue to be pivotal to our service, ensuring that from the 
initial client meeting through to the event delivery we will work with you to produce 
a tailored and cost effective solution that meets your event requirements while 
maximising your budget.
Our Virtual and Hybrid event services offer a flexible solution for all your meeting and 
event needs in an ever-changing world.  From live streaming with broadcast quality to 
specialised video meeting presentation rooms, we can offer bespoke event solutions for 
a wide range of business events.
Our AV hire department holds a large stock of equipment and our central location and 
24hr ‘ 
on-call’ service ensures we can deliver any last minute or unseen demands direct to 
your door.
For more information or to receive a quote contact info@visioneventsglasgow.co.uk or 
visit www.visioneventsglasgow.co.uk

http://www.wolffedesign.com
http://www.visioneventsglasgow.co.uk 
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